RIGHT TO RIDE

Winter Riding Tips

For many riders, the arrival of winter doesn’t signal the end of the season—it simply marks a shift in strategy. Riding
in cold weather can be exhilarating, but it also introduces a unique set of hazards: reduced traction, unpredictable
weather, mechanical stress, and visibility challenges. With the right preparation and mindset, you can continue en-
joying your bike year-round while staying safe. Here are essential winter motorcycle riding tips to keep you upright
and protected.

1. Dress for the Weather: Layer Like a Pro
Cold temperatures can sap your concentration, slow your reaction time, and stiffen your muscles. Proper gear is one of the most important
safety factors.
What to wear:
eBase layer: moisture-wicking thermal underwear
eInsulating layer: fleece or wool for warmth
eOuter layer: a windproof, waterproof jacket and pants
oGloves: insulated, windproof, and preferably with heated liners
eBoots: waterproof with good insulation and grip
eHelmet: full-face with a fog-resistant visor or Pinlock insert

Tip: Consider heated gear (jacket liner, gloves, grips, socks). It’s a game-changer for comfort and safety.

2. Prep Your Bike for Cold Weather
Winter puts additional strain on your motorcycle. Make sure it’s ready to handle it.
Check these items:
eTires: Choose winter-appropriate rubber if possible. Ensure tread depth is well above minimum and check tire pressure often—cold
temperatures lower PSI.
eBattery: Cold weakens batteries. Keep it fully charged and consider a trickle charger at home.
oFluids: Use winter-grade oil if your manufacturer specifies. Ensure coolant is appropriate for freezing temps.
eLights: Shorter days mean more night riding—verify all lights are bright and functional.
oChain & lubrication: Cold weather thickens and stiffens lube, so keep the chain well maintained.

3. Ride Smoothly and Predictably
Winter riding is all about traction management.
Key habits:
eAccelerate gently to avoid spinning the rear tire.
eBrake smoothly and early. Use both brakes with lighter pressure.
eLean less in corners. Keep the bike more upright and reduce speed.
eIncrease following distance. Aim for 4-6 seconds, more if roads are wet or icy.
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4. Watch for Invisible Hazards
The biggest winter danger is what you don’t see until it’s too late.
High-risk areas:

eShaded corners where ice lingers all day

eBridge decks that freeze sooner

eLeaves that become slippery when damp

eBlack ice, which often looks like wet pavement

eSand and gravel used by road crews

Rule of thumb: If the temperature is below 40°F (4°C) and the pavement looks “wet,” assume it may be ice.

5. Improve Your Visibility
Drivers already struggle to see motorcycles—winter conditions make it worse.
Make yourself stand out:

eWear bright or reflective gear.

eAdd reflective tape to your helmet or panniers.

eUse auxiliary lights or fog lights when possible.

eKeep your visor clean inside and out to reduce glare and fog.

6. Stay Warm to Stay Sharp
Cold reduces mental clarity, and that can lead to mistakes.
Stay alert by:
eTaking breaks to warm up on long rides
eKeeping a small thermos of hot drink in your luggage
eUsing heated grips or bar muffs
eAvoiding prolonged exposure if windchill becomes extreme
Remember: Numb hands mean slower reactions.

7. Know When Not to Ride
One of the smartest winter-riding skills is recognizing when conditions are too dangerous.
Avoid riding if:

eSnow is actively falling

eRoads have not yet been plowed or salted

eTemperatures drop rapidly after rain (flash freeze risk)

eStrong crosswinds make control difficult

oVisibility is poor due to fog or blowing snow

Your safety is worth more than any ride.

Final Thoughts

Winter motorcycle riding can be rewarding—quiet roads, crisp air, stunning landscapes—but only if approached
with caution and preparation. With the right gear, a properly maintained bike, and mindful riding techniques, you
can enjoy the colder months safely.

Stay warm, stay visible, and above all, stay safe out there.
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